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WE'RE BETTER OFF

One of the many beauties of culture is that it builds bridges across generations and continents. We become stronger and
ultimately better off when we unite to share our ideas, aspirations and dreams. It is vital for us all to make geographical
interconnections and, enriched through our differences, become better off.

It is a real pleasure to present contemporary art in the city of Suzhou. This thriving modem metropolis with an ancient city at
its heart makes Suzhou the perfect host for the 6th Suzhou Jinji Lake Biennale. International contemporary art will be shown
alongside contemporary and traditional art in a way that is fitting for a city that combines its rich heritage with impressive
modem architecture and technological developments.

Thirty-eight artists from all around the globe will form a tantalizing international group exhibition. Visitors will find inspiration
in these artists working across the disciplines, - painting, drawing, sculpture and installations showcasing the best of
intemational ideas.

You can admire a selection of masterpieces from Modemn and contemporary artists from Latin America, the United States,
and Europe. Many have travelled the world during their career.

These artists have worked on major themes such as the colors of light, humanity, and nature. They understand that our planet
is made up of countless cultures and contexts. Each culture brings a unique perspective that we can leam from and share. If
we seek out our differences to learn from them, we can connect and find our commonalities. Though our cultures may differ,
we all have a common thread within our humanity.

We are all connected though nature. From the jungle to the city, nature plays a key role within all our civilizations, and has
done so since the beginning of time. It brings us nourishment, wellbeing and art. Simply being in nature brings joy and sparks
inspiration. Much of the art we see here is sourced using materials found in our natural world or inspired by nature. Nature is
our foundation. It is where we came from, and we would not be where we are in the world without it.

With nature comes night and day, dark and light. There are challenges to be faced but light uplifts us. Light has been
represented in art and culture for thousands of years. We are so drawn to it that we have brought it into our lives in many
different forms. It is sought after and replicated using paint, jewels and gold, candles, gardens, flowers, and so on. We
welcome the light when the sun comes out after a long winter; it brings with it joy and energy. In nature, our main image of
light is the sun, and the sun passes on that energy to the plants, flowers, animals and more. Our hearts lift when we feel and
see light. Artists take inspiration from this feeling and these emotions to create light within their pieces.

We are all interconnected and rely on one another. By bringing together our nations though art, we can enrich our lives by
learning from each other. Intercultural dialogue shared between nations strengthens and preserves peace. We are many
cultures, but one humanity.
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I'm very pleased that Belgium culture in all its diversity is represented at the sixth Jinji Lake Biennale in Suzhou. Those
renowned artists like René Magritte, Marcel Broodthaers, as well as Manu vb Tintoré, Guido Deleu, Philippe Leblanc and
Jean-Francois Maljean. I've always been convinced that art and culture bring people closer together that they are able to
create a sense of shared sensibility between different communities. Culture and Art represent openness in the broadest
sense, openness to other human being and openness of mind. It is a universal language, which goes beyond the words.
Culture is also about sharing because we are better off when we are together sharing ideas and aspirations. The Biennale can
therefore play a role in developing and reinforcing intemational exchanges through culture and art. This sixth Suzhou Jinji
Lake BNL comes at a crucial time in international current relations, a time when dialogue and cooperation are more crucial
than ever to face global challenges together. | wish all visitors, artists, and the entire organization fruitful experiences.
Greetings from Brussels |

Hadja Lahbib
Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs, European Affairs, Foreign Trade and the Federal Cultural Institutions
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Philippe Leblanc was bomn in Belgium in 1964, and received a master's degree from the Ixelle Academy of Arts in Belgium in
2007. He currently lives and works in Brussels.

He blends his shared vision as an architect and artist into his love of geometric abstraction, and is known for his sculptures
filled with rational aesthetics. Due to his background in architectural engineering, Leblanc was very sensitive to the purity of
reason and form, and naturally applied them to his artistic creations. The rise of the Opu art in the 1960s and 1970s, the
development of dynamic art and abstract geometry, provided him with a rich source of inspiration. The information he has
extracted from various fields is abstracted into the appearance of his work. Instead of intense emotional expression, his work is
replaced by a calm and restrained aesthetic tendency.
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A4, M, W52 71, LEDAT
Wood, steel, acrylic, LED light

106 x 66 x 7 cm [ 2017
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A4+, W, W52, LEDLT
Wood, steel, acrylic, LED light

200 x 39 x7cm / 2017






























